NOTES

medical dictionary in three stout volumes with which Johnson
helped him.

5.  Imlac is the much-travelled old philosopher in Johnson's
Rasselas.

6. Boswell was referring to a dinner at Wilton, the Earl of Pem-
broke's house.

7. It was Dr Lettspm who said of Johnson, *he had a heavy look,
but when he spoke it was like lightening out of a dark cloud.'

vn. 1777-3 (pages 227-60)
1.  Dr William Dodd - on whose behalf Johnson composed
several papers although they had only met once - was hanged for
forgery.
2.  James Fieldhouse was the son of Walter John Fieldhouse
whom Boswell describes elsewhere as a 'gentleman fanner'. Dr
Taylor undertook the education of the boy.
3.  The arrival of Poll Carmichael, a 'Scotch wench*, at John-
son's house was far from welcome to its other inhabitants who had
good cause to consider it overpopulated already. In particular
Poll's advent annoyed Mrs Desmoulins who was required to share
her room with her, although she was already sharing it with her
daughter. Miss Williams also strongly disapproved of the new
arrival. But then as Johnson explained, Williams hates every-
body.5 *Levett hates Desmoulins, and does not love Williams,* he
continued; 'Desmoulins hates them both; Poll loves none of them.*
Johnson gave his own opinion of Poll Carmichael to Henry
Thrale:
'And, pray, sir, who is the Poll you talk of ? ...'
'Why, I took to Poll very well at first, but she won't do upon *
nearer examination.'
*How came she among you, sir?'
*Why, I don't rightly remember, but we could spare her very well
from us. Poll is a stupid slut I had some hopes of her at first. But
when I talked to her tightly and closely, I could make nothing of
her. She was wiggle-waggle and I could never persuade her to be
categorical.*
4. John Hill, who called himself 'Sir* John as a member of the
Swedish Order of Vasa, was a versatile man of unscrupulous char-
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